
HIST 4530 –Long Research Project: "Dwelling(s) in the Past"1 
(50% of final grade) 

 
Due March 16th, 2017 at 4pm 

 
Students are required to complete a 5000-word micro history essay based on primary source research 
of 2 addresses (1 residential and 1 non-residential) in a city block, over a period of time no shorter than 
50 years and no later than 1999. After compiling extensive demographic and descriptive information 
onto a spreadsheet (see template) for all the residents in each address during the chosen time period, 
students are required to do in-depth research about 1 set of residents (i.e. family; business; 
associations; congregation; etc.) in each address. This in-depth research should look into where these 
residents moved from; track where they and their direct descendants moved to; and learn about their 
lives especially during the time that they lived, worked, or gathered at the chosen addresses. Students 
will be asked to draw arguments from their findings about larger themes in Toronto history, supported 
by the course readings and further secondary source research. Throughout February, students will be 
asked to meet with the course director during office hours to receive feedback on their progress. 
Students will present their research findings to class in the last two weeks of the Winter term (see 
presentation rubric for more). 
 
The essay should contain: 

• An excel spreadsheet with all the information collected on each of the residents in the selected 
addresses (use spreadsheet template) [this appendix does not count towards the 5000 
words] 

• A description of the neighbourhood and its changes over the period in question, including its 
social geography, ethnic make-up, economic activity, and its relation to the rest of the city; 

• A description of the selected addresses, including the type of buildings; their architectural 
features and style; and their characteristics (i.e. type of dwelling or business, layout, square 
footage); 

• A general description of the residents and businesses over time, taking into account their 
demographic, social, economic, genealogical, national, ethnic, racial, and religious profiles; 

• Arguments about the overall history of Toronto and the lived reality of its residents, drawing 
from your research findings and the course readings. Particular attention should be paid to the 
intersections of class, race, ethnicity, and religion in the city; the mobility patterns of its 
residents; and the social geographic evolution of their neighbourhoods; 

• A detailed list of primary sources used in your research; 
• A bibliography. 

 
See "Toronto History Resources" on the course website for links to archives, online primary source 
collections, and other research tools: http://www.developmentoftoronto.com/toronto-history-resources/ 
 
Guidelines: 

• Include a title page with your name, course info, and student number; 
• Include page numbers; 
• Consult the HIST4530 writing style guide along with my comments on your previous 

assignments; 
• Proofread your work; 

                                                
1 This assignment is based on the Toronto Migration Memory Collective's ongoing research project of the same 
name. For more information, see: http://robarts.info.yorku.ca/multicultural-memories/ 



• Use footnotes (these don't count towards the 5000 words); 
• Use proper Chicago Style citations for primary and secondary sources. 

 
Students will be evaluated for: 

• Their research skills; 
• Their writing skills; 
• Their knowledge of the course readings; 
• The quality of their arguments; 
• Their ability to handle large amounts of data and turn them into historical knowledge. 

 
Please send a digital copy of your assignment via email attachment to the instructor at the beginning of 
seminar on March 23rd. Keep a digital copy for your records along with all notes and draft work. Late 
assignments will be penalized one letter grade per day (i.e., if one day late, an A paper receives a B+) 
up to a maximum of five days. Please consult the “General Rules, Policies and Expectations for 
Assignments and Participation” section of the course syllabus for further details. 
 
 
RESEARCH STEPS 
 
Initial steps 

1. Choose 1 residential and 1 non-residential address. 
2. Check historical maps (i.e. fire insurance maps) to see a) when the structure was built and b) if 

it had different street numbers/names over the years. 
3. Check city directories and find out a) the names and occupation of the "heads of household"; or 

b) the name of business/service/etc., along with the owner's name and residential address 
4. Check property assessment rolls at the City of Toronto Archives 
5. Check Census records 

 
For information on your block, neighbourhood, or area of Toronto 

6. Check historical maps again and see how your neighbourhood has changed during your period 
of research: i.e. housing building materials; city infrastructure (i.e. waterworks, sewers, 
electricity); population density; what kinds of industry, businesses, services, religious, cultural 
and social sites nearby; access to public transit and parks; etc. 

7. Look for your street or neighbourhood in the by-law registry at the City of Toronto Archives to 
see how council decisions impacted it. Start with the City's by-Law registry online: 
http://app.toronto.ca/BLSRWEB_Public/BylawSearchPrep.do?searchType=simple 

8. Look for historical photos of your addresses and street in the Clara Thomas Archives (Scott 
Library), the City of Toronto Archives, and the Toronto Public Library website - don't be afraid to 
ask the archivists for assistance. 

 
Once you decide which set of residents you want to investigate further 

9. Check the Toronto Public Library links to genealogy resources: 
http://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/history-genealogy/genealogy.jsp 

10. Go back to the city directories and find a) where the "head of the household" lived before and 
after your selected address; and b) if any of the other residents moved to different address 

11. Check the Toronto Star's Legacy project and Find a Grave for obituaries 
12. Check the Canadian Letters & Images Project 



13. Check the Toronto Star and Globe and Mail online. You might get lucky and find something on 
your residents (easier if they have an uncommon name) and non-resident addresses (i.e. ads) 

14. Follow your leads into other archives, museums and online resources not mentioned here - 
check the "resources" on the course's website: http://www.developmentoftoronto.com/toronto-
history-resources/ 

 
Secondary source research 

15. Check the Toronto Public Library: Toronto Neighbourhoods online resources for books on local 
history: http://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/history-genealogy/lh-toronto-neighbourhoods.jsp 

16. Look for academic publications that can inform you about your subject's historical context: i.e. 
scholarly works on their migrant, ethnic, or religious communities; the industries, businesses, 
unions, or associations they were involved with; their neighbourhoods; etc. Check Scott Library 
and the Toronto Public Library for this. 

 
Come talk to me for advice if you get stuck 
 
SUGGESTED ADDRESSES 

• 14 Bellevue Place 
• 268 Augusta Avenue 
• 244 Augusta Avenue 
• 1330 Bloor Street West 
• 1149 Dundas Street West 
• 1585 Dundas Street West 
• 588 Adelaide Street West 
• 181 Rhodes Avenue 


